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Die Erkenntniss des Transcendenten. Fred Bon. Annalen der Natur- 

philosophie, January, 1904, pp. 203-232. 

This article, though short, is to be recommended as an effective purga- 
tive for those who, beginning, perhaps, when young and, therefore, in- 
clined to view the delectable as the true, have continued to nibble the 
sweetmeats put up in boxes labeled ' idealism,' and in whom the ' swal- 
lowing reflex' has been stimulated by the flavored icing that 'it is self- 
evident that the conscious is the primary, the material world only an 
appearance, and that there is no knowledge of a transcendent, but only 
a belief.' 

From among many the meaning of the transcendent selected by the 
author is ' all that which is not present content of consciousness,' and in 
this sense ' knowing ' is transcendent and causal. In this standpoint, its 
defense and development, consist the author's originality and suggest- 
iveness. 

The ordinary man, not ill with epistemology, asserts a true and real 
knowledge of the transcendent, in that he ' knows ' that things are and 
persist independent of him. The epistemologist writes volumes to sicken 
him with a dose of doubts, arguing, e. g., that if in dreams, hallucina- 
tions, etc., there has been belief, then uncertainty and finally falsity, so 
must, by analogy, all knowledge ( ?) of anything beyond consciousness 
be uncertain or only belief, for consciousness is the only 'evidence' 
there is. 

Knowledge, however, as science takes it, consists of 'true,' not of 
' evident,' fragments. To characterize a judgment as ' belief ' is justified 
only if that which is believed in is not true. Therewith some truth is 
implicitly admitted; to discover the conditions for this is the author's 
problem. To think to be able by an argument by analogy to remove such 
a difference by way of which a certain point has been reached, is to burn 
one's bridges behind him, and then say they have not existed. ' Evidence ' 
is simply the relation which the judgment bears to the one judging. 
Truth concerns the relation between the judgment and the object. Now 
' a judgment is true if in the subject's notate, the object, designated by 
the subject of the judgment, are found those qualities that are considered 
to be characteristic of the predicate-notate, object, designated by the 
predicate's components.' These conditions are both necessary and suffi- 
cient for a judgment's truth, which is not increased by proof. For truth 
is independent of proof, else there were no truth, since an infinitely re- 
gressing proof is impossible. All proved knowledge rests on unproved, 
and in the perception-judgment the perception itself gives the truth of 
the existence of the perceived object, the transcendent. 

Eight here the epistemological idealist may be heard to whisper : ' Just 
as I said. As in a dream, so in perception, the immanent, the conscious, 
is the only certain thing; anything beyond is uncertain.' Granted that 
the 'evidence,' the belief, is influenced thereby, the truth is not. That 
a perception-judgment, as 'this book is red,' may sometimes be false, 
sometimes true, does not alter the fact that in this particular case it is 
correct. 
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How is it brought about that a judgment relates to its object? 
Its mere words do not suffice, but if these are understood there must be a 
third something to mediate between them and the object. For the ' old 
school ' this was held to be the reproduced ideas, conscious states, consti- 
tuting the meaning of the words. Beautifully simple though this theory- 
is, and so deserving of being true, even though it is not, the author 
finds that a judgment, no matter how expressed, can be understood, with- 
out these, or indeed any, contents of consciousness other than the mere 
word-percepts being present. 

The real thought- judgment, the thinking, knowing, understanding, is 
a transcendent process, which is causal, energy, and mediates between the 
words and the object. Specifically it is different to, generically like, the 
transcendent object. Judgment, then, is a causally correlating and not 
a creating process, and the correlation is furthermore specific, unique. 
In this way a judgment refers to one specific definite object. There ex- 
ists a unique causal determination between physical quality, sense organ, 
conducting nerve and brain path, all transcendent. Such judgments are 
true knowledge of the transcendent; true, for if not, then not knowledge. 

Thinking, then, though subjective, is transcendent, and may be accom- 
panied by consciousness. A unique correlation of this latter with the 
specific transcendent subjective process, i. e., the parallelistic hypothesis, 
must be granted in order to account for the knowledge of this ' inner 
world ' emphasized so much by the epistemologist. 

The proof that a knowledge of the transcendent is possible has served 
also to prove its existence, since to deny it is as ' thinking,' even a trans- 
cendent event. 

Every true judgment over the transcendent involves a knowledge of 
the same not got by means of consciousness. This latter is neither basis, 
condition, nor means for such knowledge, but this basis is the transcendent 
thinking process. The author considers this to be his rather radical de- 
parture from the traditional theory of knowledge. Can the doctrine of 
the a priori have any other basis ? 

E. G. Spaulding. 

College of the Citt op New York. 

On Mechanical Explanation. Edgar A. Singer, Jr. Philosophical Re- 
view, May, 1904. Pp. 265-283. 

The author defines the mechanical ideal as the hypothesis that natural 
science uses the dimensions of mechanics alone. The ' dimensions ' of 
a science are the kinds of independent observation required to present a 
determinate problem in that science. These are in mechanics mass, 
length, time and velocity, or since velocity depends only upon length and 
time, mass, length and time. The mechanical ideal, therefore, is the 
hypothesis that natural science has only the ' dimensions ' mass, length 
and time. If any science contains independent variables that can not 
be reduced to these or functions of these, it can not be considered me- 
chanical. The paper goes on to show that the a priori reasons urged 
against the possibility of this ideal are insufficient. Those based on the 



